ANDREW MARVELL
[Botn 1621. Poet and satirist. He travelled on the Continent
for four years. In 165 3 he became tutor to Cromwell's ward, William
Button, and in 1657 was made Milton's assistant in the Latin secretary-
ship to the Council. After the Restoration he entered Parliament
and became a violent politician with strong Republican leanings and
wrote satires and pamphlets, attacking first the ministers, but after-
wards Charles II himself. Despite this he remained a favourite with
the King, who offered him a pkce at Court and a present of £1000,
which were both declined. From 1660 to 1678 he wrote a series of
newsletters to his constituents at Hull, chronicling the debates in the
House of Commons. But his fame rests upon his poems written in
praise of gardens and country life. He died in 1678.]
H
E was of middling stature, pretty strong sett, roundish
faced, cherry cheek't, hazell eie, browne haire.   He was
in his conversation very modest, and of very few words :
and though he loved wine he would never drinke hard in
company, and was wont to say that, he would not play the good-
fellow in any man's company in whose hands he would not
trust his life.   He had not a generall acquaintance.
In the time of Oliver the Protector he was Latin Secretarie.
He was a great master of the Latin tongue; an excellent poet
in Latin or English : for Latin verses there was no man could
come into competition with him.
I remember I have heard him say that the Earle of Rochester
was the only man in England that had the true veine of Satyre.
His native towne of Hull loved him so well that they elected
him for their representative in Parliament, and gave him an
honourable pension to maintaine him.
He kept bottles of wine at his lodgeing, and many times
he would drinke liberally by himselfe to refresh his spirits,
and exalt his Muse. (I remember I have been told that the learned
Goclenius (an High-German) was wont to keep bottells of
good Rhenish-wine in his studie, and, when his spirits wasted,
he would drinke a good Rummer of it.)
Obiit Loadini, Aug. 18. 1678 ; and is buried in St. Giles
church in-the-fields about the middle of the south aisle. Some
suspect that he was poysoned by the Jesuites, but I cannot be
positive.
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